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Press Release

The National Health Card is a Step towards Complete Privatization of
the Health Sector, which will make Healthcare Even More Unaffordable,
as the State Makes Way for Private Healthcare

On 31 December, 2021, the Prime Minister of Pakistan Imran Khan inaugurated the New
Pakistan National Health Card Program for the Province of Punjab. This card is to be used for
treatment in both state and private hospitals. The Punjab government will pay 400 billion
Rupees to insurance companies for this project, even though in 2021, the total health budget of
Punjab was only 370 billion Rupees. The insurance health card is in fact another step towards
privatization of the health sector. The Punjab government is going to put 400 billion Rupees of
people’s taxes in the coffers of insurance companies and private hospitals. The government is
giving the impression that health insurance is a revolutionary action. However, in fact, the
government is ensuring private hospitals and insurance companies will make huge profits,
whilst the entire burden will fall on the people who must provide taxation revenues.

This model is common in Western capitalist states, such as the US where healthcare is in
the hands of the private sector, a nexus of private hospitals and insurance companies, looting
the people with both hands. Under the insurance system, a pregnancy test at a Hospital of the
University of Pennsylvania costs between 18 to 93 dollars for different insurance companies.
However, if you could take the test without health insurance, it would only cost 10 dollars. The
same thing happened in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, where private hospitals charged
10,000 to 50,000 Rupees per night for the treatment of Coronavirus patients, which would have
cost of no more than a few hundred rupees in government hospitals. Capitalism has handed
over the health sector to the private sector in the name of “freedom of ownership.” Thus the
provision of hospitals, medicines or other healthcare facilities has become a business, where
the primary aim is to boost profits, rather than optimize healthcare.

Islam has made the provision of health services a collective basic need of the society, for
which the state is responsible, not on the private sector. Instead of showering 400 billion
Rupees on insurance companies and private hospitals, the Punjab government should have
spent this money on increasing government hospitals and their capabilities, so that the common
citizen can be treated free of cost at OPDs and admitted for the treatment of any disease. The
consequence of the governments health card would be the further erosion or privatization of
state hospitals, with the loss of any free medical care available now to the public, just as
happened to the education sector. It is only the Islamic economic system, revealed by Allah
(swt) that enables the state to provide free health care to the people. The Messenger of Allah
(saw) said, «4fe) (& Jsiwas gl s&¥l» “The Imam (Caliph) is the guardian and he will be
questioned about his subjects.”(Bukhari). InshaAllah, the soon-to-come Khilafah (Caliphate)
will establish an Islamic system of government, derived from the Qur'an and Sunnah, in which
the citizens of the Islamic State will have access to quality health care, free of charge.
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