o ) a1 AL any
Tafseer Al-Bagarah (2: 187)
From the book, Introduction to the Tafseer of the Quran,

by the Ameer of Hizb ut Tahrir, the eminent jurist and statesman, Ata Bin
Khalil Abu Al-Rashtah:
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“It has been made permissible for you the night of fasting to go to your
wives for sexual relations. They are garments for you and you are garments for
them. Allah knows that you used to betray yourselves, so He forgave you and
excused you. So now, have sexual relations with them and seek that which
Allah has decreed for you. And eat and drink until the white thread of dawn
becomes distinct to you from the black thread [of night]. Then complete the fast
until the night (sunset). And do not have sexual relations with them as long as
you are in a state of I'tikaf in the mosques. These are the limits of Allah, so do
not get closer to them. Thus does Allah make clear His ordinances to the
people that they may become righteous.” [Surah Al-Bagara 2:187]

Allah (swt) clarified the following in this ayah:

1) Allah (swt) has made the sexual relationship of the (married) couple permissible
during the nights of fasting (Ramadan). Allah (swt) has made both of them as a cover to each
other, so that the man reveals himself to her and she reveals herself to him, as if they are
garments to each other. The word Ar-Raffath (431 in origin refers to the one who is obscene
in his talk. Tarfatt (<4_5) refers to the most obscene. Here the word means sexual intercourse.

2) Allah (swt) has known that you are deceiving and falling into injustice by having sexual
relations with wives in the nights of Ramadan. Allah (swt) has forgiven and excused you and
He (swt) will not account and punish you for what you have done. Rather, He (swt) overlooks
what you have done and He (swt) has now made it permissible for you. Hence, there is no
sin in having sexual relations with wives in the night of Fasting (Ramadan).

Abu Huraira (rali) narrated that, i~ sbudll g Gl 8l 5 alakall agile o a3 AY) eliall | shia 13) ¢ galusall (<"
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ALY g3l aliall L3 &0 da\%» :ll J 3" “When the Muslims prayed their last Isha, it was forbidden
for them to eat, drink and (having sexual relationship with) women until they break their fast.
Umar ibn Khattab (ra) descended upon his wife after Isha prayer and Sirmah ibn Qais was
overwhelmed by sleep after Maghrib prayer and so he slept. And he did not wake up until
Rasool (saw) prayed Isha and then he woke up, ate and drank. On the next morning he
came to Rasool (saw) and informed him that. Then Allah (swt) revealed, aball 4L a8 3aly,

eéi@‘ “It has been made permissible for you the night of fasting to go to your wives
[for sexual relations]” (Dur Al-Matur: 2/457, Tabari: 2/194).



e%e&d-" uyha% “betray yourselves,” the word Ikhthiyan (o)) is from the word Khiyana

(AL betrayal), just as lktisaab (<LSl gaining) is from the word Kasb («-S gain). Here it
means betraying and oppressing yourselves with intercourse in the night of Fasting during
Ramadan.

The word Baashiroohunna ¢&s3&ks means intercourse with them during the nights of

Fasting. It is an Order of Permissibility (sl I Amr Ibaha). The word Mubashara (sis
Direct without intermediary) appears as a Kinayah (S Metaphor) for intercourse. The
Qareena (% Indication / Concatenation) for the Permissibility is the coming of an Order
after Prohibition. Hence the verb reverts to its origin i.e. Permissibility, which is explained in
the chapters of Qareena in the books of Usool (Foundations of Jurisprudence).

441 G L 1 45 3p “seek that which Allah has decreed for you” means seek what Allah

has apportioned for you as children. Hence, intercourse is not for the fulfilment of lust alone,
rather it is to seek what is the purpose of marriage, which is to produce offspring. RasulAllah
(saw) said, «daldl) a5 @-«Y\ A AL ) sl ) JARUEy “Marry and have children because | will
vie the nations in number by you on the Day of Resurrection” (Abu Dawud: 2/220, An-
Nasai: 3227, Ibn Majah: 1846, Ahmed: 3/158, Ibn Hibban: 9/338). Here it is Mandub. The
indication of Mandub is the praising of Rasool (saaw) to seek children, Procreation (Jwli
Tanaasal) as indicated in the Hadith.

3) Allah (swt) clarifies the time until when we should abstain from food, drink and having
sexual relations with wives, by saying cé)ﬂﬂ S a5l WAD (e Gaay) BT 280 G u-n%o “until the

white thread of dawn becomes distinct to you from the black thread”. i.e. until the rise
of Al-Fajr as-Sadiq (32u<=ll J2dll The True Dawn), which is the whiteness of the horizon, in the
form of a horizontal thread, that differentiates the day and night. Before the appearance of
the whiteness of the horizon, in the form of a horizontal thread, there is an appearance of
whiteness in the form of a vertical line at the horizon, which is called Al-Fajr Al-Kadhib ( =4l
<8l The False Dawn). Food, drink and intercourse are not stopped at the time of False Fayjr,
instead they are stopped at the rise of the True Fajr as we have explained before.

Adi ibn Hatim reported that 42331 Ball &a et Bial) 28 G (58 105005 168855 491 oa il 3 W
oY) (e an¥) s Lalh Legal) il culand JU o by cand Legiland (oanl AV 5 2 sul Laaaal cpllic ) chaee
by I3 i) el 53 by o JU Caniaa s34yl alorg aile alll Loa alll Jguny ) Coae Cimneal Ll cSual
JAl 3l s e L" “When the following verses were revealed, oad) kil a& (i s ) gipd )5
4339 LAY (e 'And eat and drink until the white thread becomes distinct to you from
the black thread', I took two strings, one black and the other white, and kept them under my
pillow and went on looking at them (throughout the night) and when the white and black
thread was clear to me, | abstained (from food, drink and intercourse). The next mornlng I
went to RasuIAIIah (saw) and told him what | have done. He (saw) said to me, ué‘ il u‘»
« A3 e S Gals Al W) Gay &l “Your pillow is large because it (the word thread)

implies the blackness of the night from the whiteness of the dawn.” (Bukhari:4149,
4150, Muslim: 1824, Abu Dawood: 2002, Dharmi: 1632).

And as Bukhari added to this narration, J3l Ge @lly s J 3l 4ilass alll ¢) & “Then Allah (swt)
revealed, L33 (» “of Dawn,” as reported by Bukhari in his Saheeh hadith from Sghl bin Sa'd
(Bukhari: 1874). This is the comprehensive explanation of gasw¥) Ll Ga Gan¥) Bdliy “until
the white thread becomes distinct to you from the black thread.”

4) e@éﬁ\ ) alkal 1 il e-‘% “Then complete the fasting until the night.” Allah (swt)

requests us to complete the fasting until the night, which means entering the part of night
even if it exceeds the day. This is because the day is connected with the night, so the
completion of Fasting of the day must be in contact with the day and night. This means the
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start of the nlght to break the fasting correctly. RasulAllah (saw) said, Oy Uh e S S m»
«pikal) Shil 38 Gd G 30 “When the day retreats from that side and the night approaches
from that side, then the fasting person should break the Fast” (Bukhari: 1818, Muslim:
1841).

As for the Qaa’idah (3= Principle) «als sed 4 ¥) alll 24 ¥ L “Whatsoever a Wajib cannot
be completed without is in itself Wajib,” the day cannot be completed without entering a part
into the night, even it exceeds the day, as it is connected with the night. Thus, the Arabs say
that, Gadl 3 dam 4l “the goal is interposed with the end,” as in the saying of Allah (swt),
gl ) sy 2 3§ 1 slueldy “wash your faces and your arms until the elbows” (Surah

al-Maida 5:6). It is not possible to wash the arm until elbow, except by entering into a part of
the elbow in ablution, even if it exceeds the arm.

5) Then Allah (swt) clarifies another Ruling (.S~ Hukm), which is the exception of
intercourse in the night of fasting, for the one who makes I'tikaf (<<l Seclusion in the
Mosque). After Allah (swt) mentioned the permissibility of intercourse with the wives in the
night of fasting, He (swt) clarifies that it does not include the one who makes I'tikaf. Hence, it
is Forbidden for the one who is in the state of I'tikaf to have sexual relationships until he
finishes his I'tikaf. Some of the Muslims, when they were in the state of I'tikaf in the Masjid,
used to go to their homes and one of them had intercourse with his wife, made Ghusl (J«¢
Full Ablution) and then returned to the Masjid to complete his I'tikaf. Hence, this Ayah was
revealed to prohibit that, as long as he has not completed the duration of I'tikaf.

e%ée‘-@d\ b sise ﬁiis%o “While you are Secluded in the Masjids” i.e. while you are in the
state of I'tikaf. I'tikaf linguistically means confinement in the necessary place and its Shar’i
meaning is that it is necessarily the Masjid, for particular actions.

I'tikaf is restricted to the Masjid as it is indicated in the above verse that says I'tikaf is
possible only in the Masjid. However, this condition is not applicable for the women, since it
is addressed to men alone and the women are excluded, most likely. This is because there is
a Qareena (3 Indication/ Concatenation) that specifies the men alone, in the verse, Y3

4

%&Jﬁ@ “And do not have sexual relationship with them (wives)” which means, éﬁj%o
%guﬁa & (sise “while you are in a state of I'tikaf in the Masjids.” Addressing the men in
reality excludes the women. Hence it is not a condition for women to do I'tikaf in the Masjid,
rather the woman does I'tikaf in her home.

RasulAllah (saw) made I'tikaf in the last ten days of the month of Ramadhan, until Allah
(swt) took his soul. After that his wives continued to make I'tikaf. Hence, I'tikaf in the month of
Ramadan is one of the Sunnah that has great reward.

6) Then Allah (swt) completes the verse by clarifying that the Rulings of Fasting
mentioned above are the Limits (Hudood) of Allah i.e. it is as if they were barriers between
the truth and falsehood. So whoever transgresses the barriers, will enter the region of
Falsehood.

His saying, e@lg}fﬁ 5@% “Do not approach them?” indicates the severity of the Prohibition

from falling into what Allah (swt) has made Prohibited. Hence, the Prohibition of even
approaching the sin is a more severe Prohibition than a Prohibition of the occurrence of the
sin alone.

As Allah (swt) clarifies the Ahkaam of Fasting and its limits, it is not correct to transgress
them. Similarly, Allah (swt) clarifies all the Ahkaam related to affairs of the people. Following
them will give protection from the Wrath of Allah (swt) and His Punishment and it WI|| pave
the way to the Pleasure of Allah and His Blessings. Allah (swt) said, ol 4igf 4 i ‘-“-\S%o

o%uy—u ae-ld “Thus does Allah make clear His ordinances to the people that they may
become righteous.”
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