Without doubt, the need for change has intensified. An avalanche of hardships
and afflictions has been unleashed upon the Muslim World. Regarding prosperity, in
blind submission to the IMF, the current rulers have ensured that increased taxation,
inflation, rises in utility and fuel prices and removal of subsidies have broken the
backs of the people. Regarding security, the aggressive enemies are bolstered by the
inaction of the current rulers, with Muslims suffering all over the world, including the
Rohingya, Uighur, Palestinians and Kashmiris.

The varied afflictions strike us all because Fitnah (4 Affliction) is not limited to the
oppressors who do not rule by all that Allah (swt) has revealed. Allah (swt) said, Uﬁ\j%
goliall buk aly G ) gade )y all 28ia ) galls Gl (sl ¥ 458 “And fear the Fitnah that does
not afflict those who oppress amongst you exclusively and know that Allah is
severe in punishment” [Surah Al-Anfaal 8: 25]. Ibn Abbas commented upon the
noble Ayah that, )3l agass aa jelal o SSaall 1558 Y uiesall 4l 44l “Allah commanded the
believers to stop Munkar from flourishing among them, so that Allah does not
encompass them all in the torment (Fitnah).”

The affliction is so severe and encompassing that it even afflicts the righteous
who are working for change in accordance to the command of their Lord (svvt) Umm
Salamah (ra) said, “l heard the Messenger of Allah (saaw) saying, b alaall gk 13y
wwis a u\-vu all) pgas u-u\ “If sins become apparent in my Ummah, Allah will
surround them with punishment from Him.” | said, “O Allah's Messenger! Will they
have righteous people among them then” He said, uia “Yes.” | asked, “What will
happen to them.” He said, «&< s 4 (e 538a Al &g mal ea Gl Glial G agisain “They
will be stricken as the people, but they will end up with Allah’s forgiveness and
pleasure.” (Ahmad)

Thus, divine chastisement visits not only the rulers who are the actual
perpetrators of crime. It afflicts those who are working obediently to denounce their
crime. It also strikes those who sinfully keep indifferent to the sin and vice around
them and do not admonish the wicked rulers. It descends upon those who remain
passive and resigned before the oppressors and those who challenge them in their
oppression alike.

With respect to our Deen, passiveness and resignation before oppression is a sin.
It is like the paralysis through fear before an imminent threat finally strikes. Far from
avoiding turmoil and bringing comfort, it invites affliction and suffering in the Dunya
and invites the wrath of Allah (swt) in the Aakhira. Rather than resigning to
oppression, Islam requires us to be active opponents of oppression and oppressors,
as much as we can. It commands us to become powerful agents of change rather
than passive observers.

Yet, in our time, afflictions ravage the Ummah even though the Ummah is more
numerous than the small cadre of rulers and possesses the might to remove them
through its sons in the people of power and Nussrah, the armed forces. RasulAllah



(saaw) said, «eiisy Al agas V) b Al & Gslady ae 15 51 ah alaally agad Jand a8 (e Loy
“Every people among whom sins are being committed, while they are mightier
and more numerous than those who do wrong, yet they did nothing to stop
them, then Allah will surround them all with punishment.” [Ahmed]. So is it not
the case that we must all work to play our role in change, whether it is the influential
who raises his voice against oppression, or the military officer who extends his
Nussrah for the re-establishment of the Khilafah (Caliphate)?

Those of us who remain passwe before oppressmn must consider that RasulAllah
(saaw) said, «wlis Al Agass & dajl 4y o 15480 aB A 1505 13 o E» “When the
people see a wrongdoer and do not prevent him, Allah will soon punish them
all.” [Abu Daud]. And those of us who reS|gn themselves to the oppressmn must
consider that RasulAllah (saaw) said, 3 JSMS‘ Of Oi5eiily cigiaally HHA0T oay (i 313
&l Gunilig Db A 2 saie fa Wlie akile al G A (858 “By He in Whose Hand is my
soul! You will enjoin righteousness and forbid evil, or Allah will send a
punishment upon you from Him; you will supplicate then to Him, but He will not
answer your supplication.” [Ahmad]

Those of us who do claim that the crimes of the rulers have nothing to do with us
must consider that RasulAllah (saaw) said, 4 UM.\AJ\J l.g_\ﬁ 8‘33\3 a1 43:; e Fma Jiay
| 4 \\J\Lgism\‘_,&u.aﬁ\ u&u)r-\egmuuha\JuﬂjuﬁijgJAu$ﬁmuubauwUASJeJ&dMS
PAJSJJUG Mﬁwdyeljmmlaupmual.ﬁﬁj Ulmésbj.\l&?@ﬁwu.h ‘JJA GLA-“
«lzed 1330 agunl o 15341 ()5 laan 15408 245405 “The parable of the person abiding by
Allah's order and restrictions in comparison to those who violate them, or sit
idle while they are being violated, is that of those who drew lots for their seats
in a boat. Some of them got seats in the lower part, which is the most rough
and worst part, and the others in the upper. When the former needed water,
they had to go up to bring water and that troubled the others, so they said, "Let
us make a hole in our share of the ship and get water, saving those who are
above us from troubling them, so, if the people in the upper part let the others
do what they suggested, all the people of the ship would be destroyed, but if
they prevented them, both parties would be safe.” [Ahmed]. Is it not the case that
far from passiveness and submission before the oppressors, we must work to prevent
their destructive actions, lest we sink further into oblivion?!

Those of us who feel that our individual worship somehow insulates us from
afflictions must consider that Zainab bint Jahsh (ra) said that Uy dgdl aly gsl) g &8
«Esal) s 13) aady Q8 & alall | said, Allah’s Messenger, would we be perished in spite of
the fact that there would be good people amongst us? Thereupon he said: Of course,
but only when the evil predominates.” [Muslim].

So, how is it better to remain inactive and accept the affliction than to work to
challenge the corruption even if it means inviting the tyranny of the oppressor?
Moreover, to justify their inaction, how can the ones who do nothing in the face of
oppression accuse those who work for change by Islam of causing Fitha? How? How,
when Fitnah itself in the Quran is used to describe Shirk, Nifaaq, Disobedience,
Misguidance and repelling from Truth?

Indeed, how can calling fpr Islam be described as Fitnah when Shirk is Fitnah?
Allah (swt) said, 48 o6& ¥ Ja astil5y “And fight them until there is no Fitnah.”



[Surah al-Bagarah 2:193]. Ibn Kathir described this as Shirk. Moreover, Allah (svvt)
considers Fitnah as being worse than fighting and spilling blood, e@-\ﬂ\ Oa S ‘M-‘U%

“And kill them wherever you overtake them and expel them from wherever they
have expelled you, and fithah is worse than killing.” [Surah al-Bagarah 2:191]

How can raising voices for ruling by all that Allah (swt) has revealed be Fi}nah
when Allah (swt) has declared repulsion of Truth as Fitnah? Allah (swt) said, #3335

4ol A 935 G G be sk ¢ “And guard against them in case they make Fitnah
for you against some of all that Allah (swt) has revealed to you” [Surah al-

Maaidah 5:49]. Qurtubi said in his Tafseer that, <52 5 dsva) “they repulse and repel
you.”

How can the obedient advocates of Khilafah be charged W|th Fitnah, when Fitnah
is Disobedience and Hypocrisy? Allah (swt) said, a5 sy aiial iy akudll Al eS-\SSJ%

%Q,ui\ “Yes, but you made Fithah against yourselves and awaited [misfortune

for us] and doubted, and wishful thinking deluded you until there came the
command of Allah.” [Surah Hadid 57:14]. Al-Bughwee commented that here the
word Fitnah is in the sense of Nifaaq (Hypocrisy) and Ma’'aSee (Disobedience).

How can those who denounce the kufr of the current man-made law be accused
of Fitnah while Fitnah is the obscurlng of the Truth with Falsehood? And Allah (swt)
said, C%J.us JMJ uaji\ u-°' 4.\.:.‘: R Dj“-l ¥ pan 9U3\ eé-‘du ) 988 uﬂ-ﬂb% “And those who

disbelieved are allies of one another. If you do not do so, there will be Fithah on
earth and great corruption.” [Surah Al-Anfaal 8:73]. Here it is in the sense of
obscuring the Truth with Falsehood.

Certainly, it is not the case that passiveness before the sins of the rulers is a
virtue, whilst rising up to challenge them in their disobedience is a sin. No, that’s not
the case. We must all together dust off resignation and submission to our
circumstances. We must be angered by that which angers Allah (swt) of Shirk, Nifaaq,
Disobedience, Misguidance and repelling from Truth. We are numerous and through
the Nussrah from the armed forces, we are mighty. Above all, when we rise up
against oppression, the Help of Allah (swt) is extended to us. When we do rise up,
what we bear of tyranny from the challenged oppressor counts for us and not against
us on the Day of Accounting. So if we were resigned and passive in the morning, let
us not be in that sorry state in the evening. Let us all contribute as droplets such that
we collectively become like the torrential, cleansing rain. Let us not scorn at the single
word or small speech in the way for change as if it were the act of the insane. Let us
see such actions for change as they are, praised and deserving of great reward. So
let each of us be the instruments for change and strive to earn this great praise and

reward.
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