The Pursuit of Martyrdom

The pursuit of martyrdom has always been one of the core concepts within military
education during the Islamic era. Alongside study of weaponry, strategy and tactics, the
pursuit of martyrdom was regarded as a key concept to study, understand and build as a
disposition. The pursuit of martyrdom is what gave vigor to the Islamic armed forces in their
battles, allowing them to achieve that which others would consider unachievable to the point
that they would not even try. Whilst generals of the armies of kufr were constrained by their
troops clinging to this life, restricted to devising military operations that minimized casualties,
the generals of the armies of Islam were blessed with troops who saw death on the battlefield
as the door to greatest prizes possible for any soul to aspire to.

The pursuit of martyrdom allowed Muslim troops to stand their ground, without so much
as flinching, before armies many times their size and ultimately overwhelm them. The officers
of the Islamic era did not see serving in the armed forces merely as having a secure job, a
means to securing transport, housing and education for their children as has come to prevail
over the officers of the armed forces in the Muslim states today. No, their eyes were firmly
fixed on rewards far greater than this world could offer, for far longer than this short life.

In our era, after the abolition of the Islamic ruling, the Muslims’ desire for martyrdom has
both fascinated the Western military strategists and frustrated them. The motivation of
achieving martyrdom has come to be regarded as a force multiplier of sorts. It has allowed
Muslims, without being a well-prepared military force, to consistently inflict huge losses on
occupying forces, as has been seen in Afghanistan and Occupied Kashmir. It has imposed
upon the West the need to study closely the subject of asymmetric warfare, in which their
awe of a Muslim soldier’s desire for martyrdom is evident. And it fills the Western power elite
with dread at the thought of one of the Muslims armed forces being mobilized against them,
which is inevitable upon the return of the Khilafah (Caliphate) on the Method of Prophethood.

Martyrdom is a key concept in Islam and defines a major characteristic of the Ummah of
Islam. Allah (swt) said, Ay ag1e Ly G b - Y SPY o A AT Ja Ligal all i 2 ok Gl Fanad Vb
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are slain in Allah's way as dead. Nay, they live, finding their sustenance in the
presence of their Lord; They rejoice in the bounty provided by Allah. And with regard
to those left behind, who have not yet joined them (in their bliss), the (Martyrs) glory in
the fact that on them is no fear, nor have they (cause to) grieve.” [Surah Aali Imran
3:169-170]. Here Allah (swt) categorically states that even though the martyrs were killed in
this life, their souls are alive and receiving provisions in the Dwelling of Everlasting Life. In

his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Masruq said, “We asked “Abdullah about this Ayah, &zas Y3%
§Os830% a0 e PUAT J Uil Al g 3 1518 (ol “Think not of those as dead who are killed in
the way of Allah. Nay, they are alive, with their Lord, and they have prowswn ” He said,
We asked RasulAllah (saaw) the same questlon and he (saaw) said, um J-\h chsa b eeAUJ‘»
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“Their souls are inside green birds that have lamps, which are hanging below the
Throne (of Allah), and they wander about in Paradise wherever they wish. Then they
return to those lamps. Allah looks at them and says, Do you wish for anything?' They
say, ‘What more could we wish for, while we go wherever we wish in Paradise.’ Allah
asked them this question thrice, and when they realize that He will keep asking them



until they give an answer, they say, ‘O Lord! We wish that our souls be returned to our
bodies so that we are killed in Your cause again.' Allah knew that they did not have
any other wish, so they were left.).”

So let the Muslim officer consider the status of his brothers in arms who embraced
martyrdom in Uhud. Let him contemplate carefully the message they left for him through the
ages. Imam Ahmad recorded that, Ibn "Abbas said that the Messenger of Allah said, u-ua\ Gy
dhuﬁubéwdaémui\ LSJL'J sLAJLA.ruAdSUJ M\-\AJ\ JL@A‘ .\JA cmﬂu\ﬁ‘u&*\jj A.m&.x c.\AUeSA\JA\
cd@\@‘j&y”ruw‘&auujmm‘p\dh rjsu*muuaj agsw*wuhunjw‘wﬂ\
«plis é.g.-.m Ul :das 32 A 08 (sl e 15 Y5 “When your brothers were Killed in Uhud,
Allah placed their souls inside green birds that tend to the rivers of Paradise and eat
from its fruits. They then return to golden lamps hanging in the shade of the Throne.
When they tasted the delight of their food, drink and dwelling, they said, "We wish that
our brothers knew what Allah gave us so that they will not abandon Jihad or warfare.'
Allah said, "I will convey the news for you.' Allah revealed these and the following

Ayat, 405835 pis e $UAl & Usal Al G 158 Gl adS Y53 “Think not of those as dead
who are killed in the way of Allah. Nay, they are alive, with their Lord, and they have
provision.”

Thus, an officer of the Islamic era would not only long for the reward of Tahajjud and
praying in the Masjid, he would have tear-filled eyes and hold his arms aloft in earnest Dua,
longing for achieving martyrdom. Indeed, the Dua of the Muslim officer or soldier is not
merely for houses, means of transport and good education, it is for martyrdom. Mu’adh bin
Jabal (ra), the great military strategist who advised RasuIAIIah (saaw) in the Battle of Badr
narrated that RasulAllah (saaw) said, «xga FURARIAY A b Bala Al B () ay gl bay
“Whoever asks Allah to be killed in His cause smcerely from his heart Allah shall give
him the reward of martyrdom.” [Tirmidhi].

The Muslim officer cares not for status and honor in this life but seeks the lofty status of
martyr and the honor that it brings Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas said that RasulAllah
(saaw) said, Wi ) @Jaus U..mu AT ¥) A D) aach G B GiA Al A gl &gl Gl e Ly
QBN Jab Ga o3 W oAl B34 (il “No soul that has a good standing with Allah and dies
would wish to go back to the life of this world, except for the martyr. He would like to
be returned to this life so that he could be martyred again, for he tastes the honor
achieved from martyrdom.” Martyrdom is the one act which would induce a person to
leave Jannah for the opportunity to die again, when even the whole world’s wealth would fail
to induce him. It has been narrated on the authority of Anas b. Malik RasulAllah (saaw) said,
WM@}U\UAMMMM‘J& Qu.uuauaJY\uJﬁLaﬂu\JLuJS\uJ\P}u\u&aw\d&mu\wh»
«dal ) Ga s 3 W @ 3a “Nobody who enters Paradise will (ever like to) return to this world
even if he were offered everything on the surface of the earth (as an inducement)
except the martyr who will desire to return to this world and be killed ten times for the
sake of the great honor that has been bestowed upon him.” [Muslim].

The Muslim officer does not set his sights merely on providing financial stability for his
family, he aspires to be the means for them to enter the abode of Jannah, with its luxuries
that have no end. Narrated by Abu al-Darda’, RasulAllah (saaw) said, ¢ G b 4-*6-“3‘ @m»
«4ig JM “The intercession of a martyr will be accepted for seventy members of his
family.” [Abu Dawud]. The Muslim officer does not fret over amassing huge wealth so that
his dependents can thrive after his death, for he knows his martyrdom is of greater benefit for
his dependents. Abu Bakr Ibn Marduwyah recorded that Jabir bin "Abdullah said, “The
Messenger of Allah looked at me one day and said, "O Jabir! Why do | see you sad?' | said,
O Messenger of Allah! My father was martyred and left behind debts and children.’ He said,
d.ad..auu...m qu 35 ur aftuj g@ dhc\‘_,.d....du t.\usqu\‘dsmu claa ;rJJwyrksrmw\exsumJa\ Yin
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that Allah never spoke to anyone except from behind a veil However, He spoke to your
father directly.” He said, 'Ask Me and | will give you.' He said, ‘| ask that | am returned
to life so that | am killed in Your cause again.' The Lord, Exalted He be, said, ‘| have
spoken the word that they shall not be returned back to it (this life)." He said, 'O Lord!
Then convey the news to those | left behind."”

The Muslim officer is mindful of his final destination, the painful pangs of death, the
punishment in the grave and the intense fear of not being forgiven on the Day of Judgment.
So, he looks to the great favors of Allah (swt) in this regard should he acquire cherished
martyrdom. It was narrated from Abu Hurairah that the Messenger of Allah (saaw) said, »
) Gua pR0a] dag L ) S8 Gua Mgl 33 “The martyr does not feel anything more when
he is killed than one of you feels if he is pinched (by a bug).” [Ibn Maajah]. It was
narrated from Rashid bin Sa'd, that a man among the Companions of the Prophet said, “O
Messenger of Allah, why will the believers be tested in their graves except the martyr?" He
(saaw) said, & 4l Lo dhgidl 48 Ly &y “The flashlng of the swords above his head is
trial enough.” [an-Nisai]. RasulAllah (saaw) said, «sd ¥) uad &K ug......u Siay “Allah forgives
every sin of a martyr, except his debt.” [Muslim]. And it was narrated from Mlqdam bin
Ma'dikarib that the Messenger of Allah (saaw) said, ¢ 4 dads g3 B Al (88 Juad & o 41l 2o ue-uﬂ»
o éw-u Ol JJ&“ Oe 3505 o) A8 iy & g3l G Sy pah ciie fa ady B3 G s3ka 5 Aad
«3 8 (e ULd) (e “The martyr has six things (in store) with Allah: He is forgiven from
the first drop of his blood that is shed; he is shown his place in Paradise; he is spared
the torment of the grave; he is kept safe from the Great Fright; he is adorned with a
garment of faith; he is married to (wives) from among the wide-eyed houris; and he is
permitted to intercede for seventy of his relatives.” [Ibn Majah].

And the outstanding Muslim officer, truly worthy of praise and being envied, is the one
whose strong character is built by Islam, with the peak of it being the fervent desire for
martyrdom. So, let him consider the powerful words of Umar al-Farooq (ra), who appointed
general after general, who achieved victory after victory. Imam Malik narrated from Yahya ibn
Saeed that Umar ibn al-Khattab (ra) said, Soe Gl obal‘; R "*:"'})Aj A Ay 8158 el 48
ww\}u#\wundﬂ\}&)&\cuujyym d.s\si );J\}A.A\}A_u\ e )s.au\_mﬂs c«\.u&_u;‘\ﬂ\\.@_’_m.i
e 4. coidl “The nobility of the mu’min (bellever) is his tagwa. His Deen is his noble
descent. His manliness is his good character. Boldness and cowardice are but instincts
which Allah places wherever He wills. The coward shrinks from defending even his father
and mother, and the bold one fights for the sake of the combat not for the spoils. Being slain
is but one way of meeting death, and the martyr is the one who gives himself, expectant of
reward from Allah.” [Muwatta]

What pleasures and favors lie ahead for the Muslim officer who pursues martyrdom!
Behind him is the humiliation of his Ummah at the hands of the hateful kuffar in lands both
near and far, the Blessed Land - Palestine, Afghanistan, Occupied Kashmir, Myanmar
(Burma), Syria, East Turkestan and Iraq. Between him and martyrdom, is the revival of the
Islamic era, when the lions will again be unleashed, setting upon the cowardly enemies, who
will flee like hyena before them. And immediately in front of him is his Nussrah for the re-
establishment of the Khilafah (Caliphate) on the Method of Prophethood (saaw) so that he
can seek one of the two Husnain, victory or martyrdom.
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