Al a1 Al
Tafseer Al-Bagarah (2: 186)
From the book, Introduction to the Tafseer of the Quran,

by the Ameer of Hizb ut Tahrir, the eminent jurist and statesman, Ata Bin
Khalil Abu Al-Rashtah:
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“And when My servants ask you, [O Muhammad], concerning Me - indeed
| am near. | respond to the invocation of the supplicant when he calls
upon Me. So let them respond to Me [by obedience] and believe in Me that
they may be [rightly] guided.” [TMQ Al-Bagarah:186]

It is reported by Ibn abi Hatim that a Bedouin asked Rasool (saaw) “Is our Lord near, so
that we call him silently or far away so that we call him Ioudly’?” The Prophet (saaw)
remained silent and Allah (swt) revealed the Ayah, e%u-uﬁ u-M K i \-‘U%o “And when

My servants ask you, [O Muhammad], concerning Me - indeed | am near.” [Dur
manthoor 469/2; Tabari 158/2]

In this ayah, Allah (swt) informs us that He (swt) is near and responds to the Dua of the
supplicant when he calls upon. Allah (swt) listens to the dua of his servant and nothing is
concealed from Him. He (swt) responds to him and does not disappoint him. Allah (swt) is so
near to his servants that such that He hears and sees in the manner that Allah (swt) said to
Musa and Haroon (alayhuma asalaam), ¢sJls gaul Lasaa u—n‘%» “Indeed. | am with you both; I
hear and | see” [Surah Taha: 46]. And the Prophet (saaw) said, 53k gae aa Ui s & JBy
«olidd o s a8 “Allah, the Most High says: ‘| am with my slave when he remembers me
and his lips move with my mention.” [Ibn Majah: 3783; Ahmed 540/2]

Then Allah, the Most Exalted, commands His servants that whilst invoking Him, they
should believe in him, obey him and abide by his Shariah and not to invoke him, whilst
disobeying him. Their Dua will draw them nearer to Allah, when they undertake all the means
that make their Dua answerable. Allah (swt) said, §Gss45 sl 2 1shasils I 1 skailalll “So let

them respond to me and believe in me, so that they might be led alright.” [TMQ Al-
Bagarah:186]

The Benefit of Dua:

Here we need to consider some matters related to Dua, so that the matter is clear for the
servant that supplicates to Allah (swt).

1. Dua is a Worship (Ibadah) and it is the brain of worship. Allah (swt) said, as-u a@j%»
§E A0 alen Gl Jile (e (ankily Sl &) a8l Geaild 3 “And your Lord says, "Make Dua

to Me; | will respond to you." Indeed, those who disdain My worship will enter Hell
[rendered] contemptible.” [Surah Ghafir:60]

Here Allah (swt) referred to Dua as worship, as He (swt) said, 4% “my worship”
after He mentions, 45s3% “Make Dua to Me.” This is like the saying of Prophet (saaw),
«ddad) e ¢ledlly “The Dua is the brain of worship” [Tirmidhi 3293 ; Ahmed 271/4].

The Dua is Worship and Allah (swt) loves the servant who supplicates to Him with
insistence in His Du’a. RasulAllah (saaw) said, «sledll & galdl qay &) oy “Indeed, Allah



(swt) loves the insisting persons in du’a” [* 4 of ¥) <las alla ) ainy cleall (& () dall 4a
(95/11 s ) Lo 48y lgie il m; A dile oo (&) Ainic Reported by Tabarani in his Chapter of
Dua with a chain of trusted men where it is Marfu (= 54 Raised in Attribution to RasulAllah)
from Aisha (ra). Fath al Baari: 95/11]. Whosoever does not make Dua, he has lost much of
the good deeds and whoever refrains from making Dua to AIIah (svvt) due to his arrogance,
then he is one of those about whom Allah (swt) said, AN alga ush-tw%o “They will surely

enter Hell in humiliation!" [Surah Ghafir: 60] i.e. they are humiliated, disgraced and small.

2. Allah (swt) clarified to us that whilst making Dua, we should respond to His commanq,
adhere to the Shariah and follow His Messenger (saaw). Allah (swt) said, |siasds o | siaioldy

c%ésﬁisé ec-ld « “So let them respond to Me and believe in Me, so that they may be

rightly guided.” [Surah Al-Bagara 2:186]. RasulAllah (saaw) said, als e 4y & seam
«A Gy Al a) s e 44809 “He supplicates to Allah but his food and drink are of Haram.
So how can his du’a be answered?” [Tirmidhi 2195, Ahmed 328/2, Muslim 1015, Darami
300/2]

3. The fact that Dua is Worship does not mean abandonlng the means. This is clarified in
the Quran and the Sunnah. Allah (swt) said, 4§53 34 2 1sia35 ) 1 saitaldl, “So let them

respond to Me and believe in Me, so that they might be rightly guided.” [Surah Al-
Baqara 2:186] i.e. they are guided to undertake the means to achieve so that the Dua is
answerable.

RasulAllah (saw) prepared the army in Badr, arranged the soldiers in their respective
positions and prepared well for the battle. Then afterwards he (saaw) entered the hut,
seeking support from Allah. He supplicated to the extent that Abu Bakr (ra) would say to him
(saaw), 4 Jsmy b &S 138 =y “Only a part of this Dua is enough for you, O Messenger of
Allah.” [Seerah of Ibn Hisham 626/2].

When the Messenger (saw) was given permission to make Hijrah from Makkah to
Madinah he utilized all the humanly possible means at his disposal to succeed, whilst making
Dua to Allah (swt) to keep the Quraysh away from him, to save him from their plots and allow
him to reach Madinah safely.

So instead of going north towards Madinah directly, he (saaw) first went south and hid in
the Cave of Mount Thawr with Abu Bakr (ra). He (saaw) used to receive news about the
Quraysh and about what they were planning through ‘Abd arRahman (ra) b. Abu Bakr (ra).
When he (saaw) returned to Makkah, he (saaw) made Abu Bakr's son follow behind him to
cover the tracks with his cattle in order to fool the Kuffar of Quraysh. He (saaw) stayed there
for three days until the search died down and then he (saaw) began his journey to Madinah
Al-Munawwarah. RasulAllah (saaw) did all this while confident that he will reach Madinah
safely. He (saaw) replied to Abu Bakr (ra) when the latter feared Quraysh would find them,
when he (ra) saw them in front of the Cave. Abu Bakr (ra) said, “They will see us if they just
look down towards their feet.” RasulAllah (saaw) replied, «gild & il dil Lay “What do you
think about the two with whom the third is Allah?” [Bukhari: 3380, Muslim: 4295,
Tirmidhi: 3021, Ahmed 4/1]. Allah (swt) said, Sl B B ot A8 58 Cndl 43 4] y & 8 yiad b,

Ui A & 3A3 Y dalal sk % “Allah has already aided him when those who disbelieved
had driven him out [of hélalgkah] as one of two, when they were in the cave and he said
to his companion, gt & &) $3A3 ¥ “Do not grieve; indeed Allah is with us.” [Surah at-
Tawba 9:40]

Also he (saaw) said to Suragah who was on the verge of capturing RasulAllah (saaw)
and Abu Bakr (ra) in their Hijrah, so as to lead the Quraysh to them and claim reward.



RasulAllah (asaw) told him, «ss«S 1lsw Ay g2 Ob» “Let him go back for he shall have the
imperial bangles of Kisra” [Rawd Al-Unuf fi Tafsir ibn Hisham By Sahli: 233/2]

RasulAllah (saaw) used to act upon the means, so that we may emulate him (saaw).
Whilst he (saaw) was making Dua to save him (saaw) from the kuffar, the Quraish, and to foil
their plots, he (saaw) left his house at night and found the kuffar surrounding his house, so
he threw some dust in their faces. [Seerah Ibn Hisham, page 483]

He (saaw) was confident that Allah (swt) would respond to his (saaw) Dua and turn them
away from him (saaw). This is how they were overtaken by sleep, whilst RasulAllah (saaw)
left. Hence making Dua does not mean to neglect the necessary means. Instead the Dua
should accompany the means.

The one who wants the Khilafah to be re-established should not be just content with
making Dua to achieve it. Rather he should work with the people who are working to
establish the Khilafah and make Dua to Allah for its speedy return. He should make Dua to
Allah (swt) with insistence, whilst at the same time he should take all the necessary means
for it.

This applies to all actions. He acts sincerely for Allah’s sake and remains honest to
RasulAllah (saaw), makes Dua and imploring Allah (swt) in his Dua. Indeed, Allah (swt) is the
One Who hears and responds to the call.

4. Allah (swt) answers the one who njlf':lkes Dua and answers the distressed servant
when he makes Dua. Allah (swt) said, 45 Gadl g3 a5 Jégy “And Your Lord said:
“Invoke Me, | will respond to your invocation” [Surah Ghafir: 60]

Allah (swt) said, §eies 1) (I8 533 dual Guf b & gale &l 133 “And when My
servants ask you, [O Muhammad], concerning Me - indeed | am near. | respond to the

invocation of the suppllcant when he calls upon Me” [Surah Al-Bagara 2:186]. Allah (swt)
said, 45 sl Ciddy aled 1) Shadll Cuad ua\%o “Is He [not better than your gods] who responds

to the distressed one, when he calls upon Him and Who removes the evil” [Surah An-
Naml: 62]

Answering the Dua has a Shariah meaning as clarified by RasulAllah (saaw), alwa ¢ Ly
L)y cdigea Al Al Jazy of L) 1dluad B saa) Ly ab) olkae] ¥) pa ) Aaglad ¥ o) g Gl Bge 2y - Jag o - ) go
« S A I8 S Gl 1IN gt s gad) (e Ade Uiy o Lalg B AT B A b Ay o) “Any Muslim who
makes a supplication containing nothing that is sinful and nothing that involves
breaking ties of blood relationships, will be given for it by Allah one of these three
things: He may accept his request, or save its reward for him in the next world, or turn
away from him an equivalent amount of evil.” Those who heard it said, “We would, then,
make many supplications.” The Prophet (saw) replied, “Allah is more than ready to
answer what you ask” [Ahmed: 18/3, Adab Al- Mufrath by Bukhari: 713]. And RasulAllah
(saaw) said, :J& Sobaaia) Lag cal) Jomy b 108 Jaaian al Lo aay Aagdid gl Bl gy & La 2l Gilain J1 33 Wy
wsledl pag dll oo pualid I claley i ald ciges BBy cigea B J54 “The Dua of the servant will be
answered if he does not ask for the cutting of blood ties and is not impatient, It was
asked: O Messenger of Allah, what is impatience? He said: impatience is when the
servant says, 'l supplicated but my Dua was not heard' and so he becomes distressed
and leave making supplication.” [Muslim 4918, Tirmidhi 3303]

Therefore, answering of Dua does not necessarily occur in this world. Sometimes, it
occurs in this world, sometimes it is saved for the Hereafter, where the reward is so great,
and sometimes the equivalent amount of evil is turned away.



We should make Dua to Allah (swt). If we are honest, sincere and obedient, then we can
be confident of an answer, as was clarified by the Messenger of Allah (saw)

5. Answering the Dua does not mean that it changes the Qadr or what was written in the
Lawhul Mahfooz (L=<l z 5l Protected Decree) or it is against the Knowledge of Allah. l.e,
Answering the Dua does not mean that Allah (swt) did not know the Dua of His servant
before and His response to Dua. Similarly, it does not mean that the Dua was not recorded in
the Protected Decree. It should not be said how does Allah (swt) respond to the Dua, whilst
the Qadr of Allah (swt) is already completed, since He (swt) is eternal and the Writing in the
Protected Decree is done with?! It should not be said that the Dua and its answering are not
new matters about which Allah (swt) had no knowledge.

The matter is as follows: Qadr is the Knowledge of Allah (swt) i.e. the Kitaabah (&us
Writing) in the Protected Decree. Everything is written in that, since He (swt) is Eternal.
Hence, Allah (swt) knows that this person will make Dua and it was written in the Qadr of
Allah that this person will ask such and suc and the realization of it will be such and such.
Hence Dua is not a new thing that Allah (swt) did not know of previously, or that was not
written in the Protected Decree. Similarly, all of the answering is recorded in the Protected
Decree and Allah (swt) knows what is Unseen and everything that His servant does, whether
his speech or his actions. Everything was recorded before, since He (swt) is eternal. Hence,
Allah knows the Dua of the servant and it was recorded. What the answering of Dua by Allah
(swt) would be is also recorded.

Du’a and its answering are not beyond the Knowledge of Allah (swt). Instead, the
occurrence of both is recorded in the Protected Decree. Allah (swt) knows both the Unseen
and the witnessed. Allah (swt) said, goa¥) 8 Y3 cigaldl b 353 Ja 4ie G3a3 Y3 “Not absent
from Him is an atom's weight within the heavens or within the earth” [Surah as-Saba:3].

6. Allah (swt) clarifies Dua between verses regarding Fasting. The occurrence of the
explanation between the verses is for the sake of highlighting it. The Hikmah (%S~ Wisdom)
of mentioning Dua between the verses of Fasting is that the Dua made in the month of
Ramadhan is more likely to be answered. Indeed, the month of Ramadhan is the month of
sincerely worshiping Allah (swt) and the fasting person is closer to Allah (swt) such that his
Dua is more likely to be answered. As the RasulAllah (saaw) said, ake¥) :agiges 35 Y &by
Blay m sy slad) Qg L iy AaLl o gy aladll (590 Al Lgad s agllial) Bgeay by A ailally Jalal)
«inx 2 ol diyal “There are three whose supplication is not rejected: the just leader.
The fasting person when he breaks his fast, and the supplication of the oppressed
person; Allah raises it up above the clouds and opens the gates of heaven to it. And
the Lord says: «&s s sl dipaly Bag Jmn “By My Might and Glory, | shall surely aid
you, even if it should be after a while.”” [Tirmidhi: 3522 who said this hadeeth is Hasan,
Ahmed 305/2]

Hence the mentioning of Dua between the verses of Fasting indicates the urgency of
making Dua in the month of Ramadhan, its importance and the glad tidings of its answering.
Allah (swt) is near and responds to Dua.
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