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Details about the Legitimacy of the Rulers Part 1

(Translated)
Abu Nizar As-Shami

All praise be for Allah (swt) alone. There is no obedience except to His commands; there
is no abiding except to His Shar’a (Law); there is no loyalty except to His most loyal and
purest. Peace and blessings be upon the first Waliy ul-Amr (»¥! s Ruler of Authority), the
one with the most complete Shariah, peace and blessings be upon him (saw), his family and
his Companions (ra).

The issue of Obedience to the Wulaath ul-Amr (,<Y! 5¥s Rulers of Authority) has been
most controversial since the fall of the Islamic State. The West came to rule over the Muslim
countries and appointed over them tyrant rulers, who filled the earth with injustice and
oppression. They laid the foundation of oppressive rule upon our Ummabh, which dragged our
Ummah back into the first era of Jahiliyah.

What is most strange to see within this miserable situation is that the Ummah and its
Dawah Carriers are confronted by a group of Muslims, who wear the clothes of Ulema and
assume their names, that rebuke the lashed Ummah and not the ones who lash it. They
demand that the Ummah is patient, obedient and acceptable to aggression, ruling by Kufr
and to the lashing of their backs as long as the one who lashes is the Ruler of the Authority!!!
It is as if the oppressive ruling was not complete until this group came to strengthen its arms
and firm its roots.

Whether it is the Jaamiyism of Muhammed Amaan Al-Jami or the Madkhalism of Rabee'
Ibn Haadee 'Umayr al-Madkhalee or the Raslanists of Muhammad Sa‘ld Raslan in Egypt or
others, the names of these groups are not important. Instead, what is important is the
dressing up of these names in the Sunnah of RasulAllah (saw)!!!

The call of these groups and all those who associate themselves with Salaf and attempt
to link to them are summarized as follows:

1) Strong allegiance to the rulers, in their capacity as rulers, defending them, justifying
their sins, forbidding dissent against them or even rivalry with them. Moreover, they accuse
those who stand against them as being Khawarij, dogs of the people of Hell and those who
cause spilling of blood, even though they accuse the most pious of Ulema.

2) Emphasizing the legitimacy of the existence of these rulers even though they usurp
the rule and rob the Ummah of her authority.

3) Absolute obedience to the rulers regardless of their transgression, oppression and
increasing corruption upon the earth even though they rule by Kufr and make allies with the
enemies of Allah (swt). Some of them even went on to say that they must be obeyed even if
they are Kafir!!l

However, what was agreed upon, by the least extreme of them, is that it is allowed to
leave the obedience of the Ruler, if there are five conditions:

Those conditions are:

1. The necessity of depending on the direct sighting of the matter that contradicts Shar’a,
which the ruler commits, without depending on the sayings of so and so persons. There is a
Sahih Hadith that indicates this, which is narrated by Ubada bin Samit (ra) from RasulAllah
(sw), in which he (saw) said, «ot s 4 & s aSuis W g 138 1935 of Yi» “except when you see
Manifest Kufr for which you have Evidence from Allah.” [Sahih Bukhari]

2. The matter which the Muslims see of the Ruler must be Kufr i.e. it should not be only
a sin or disobedience, as it does not take the person out of Islam. For example, seeing the



ruler prostrating in front of idols or reviling Allah (swt) and RasulAllah (saw) or other kufr
matters.

3. The Kufr of the ruler must be Buwaha (z's» Manifest) according to the noble hadith,
and the meaning of Manifest i.e. Sareeh (z_»= Explicit) is that there should be no room for
interpretation. Imam Ahmed bin Hanbal, in his time, believed in the saying of the Creation of
Quran as Kufr. However, he did not consider the ruler of Muslims, Ma’moon, as Kafir when
he spoke of the Creation of Quran, since it was an interpreted meaning.

4. Muslims should have clear Evidence of the Kufr of ruler with Definite Evidence and
Affirming Evidence.

5. Khurooj (zs > Dissent) against the ruler should not lead to corruption and evil that is
greater than that of staying Obedient to the ruler.

What distinguishes the proponents of this Shubha (4«4 Judicially Doubted Opinion) is
their prolific production of Evidences from the Quran and Sunnabh, in addition to statements
collected from previous prominent scholars and the pious predecessors. They then bombard
those who disagree with them, or those who are surprised by them, with these texts. The
insolence and harshness, that they unleash against Muslims, is seen at the same time as
their gentleness and softness with the greatest of tyrants!!!

Amongst the most well-known of these texts are:

Allah (swt) said, ) 553 m-u uﬁ e-\"J-“ Y RN A GJU O sl T il 5 b gl 155415 G '-eal-'%o
%).Uu Seadly A dh ﬁy‘ N-"‘J ml-a O3 3K o) Jgil 41 “O You who have believed, obey

Allah and obey the Messenger and the Guardians of Authority among you. And if you
guarrel over anything, refer it to Allah and the Messenger, if you should believe in
Allah and the Last Day. That is the best [way] and best in result.” [TMQ 4:59]

Abu Huraira narrated that Messenger of Allah (saw) said, &% dhida b 4-°U=11-| ey
«de 335 dyws due s “You have to obey when you feel energetic and when you feel
tired, during your ease and your hardship, and when others are preferred over you." It
is graded as authentic, reported by An-Nasai and AhmedI

Abu Huralra narrated that Ras,uIAIIah (saw) said, & s ad et (g & gl-h\ i (_,-r—th\ Cn
Clbad 18 (5 pual af (ag Aol B8 5l gl ey “Whoever obeys me, obeys Allah, and
whoever disobeys me, disobeys Allah, and whoever obeys the ruler | appoint, obeys
me, and whoever disobeys the ruler | appoint, disobeys me.” And in another narration, it
comes with the word “the ruler” (b=%¥) and “the Imam” (aLY!) instead of the word “the ruler |
appoint” (su~), It is graded as authentic, also agreed upon, also reported in An-Nasai, lbn
Majah and Ahmed.

Ibn, Abbas narrated that RasulAllah (saaw) said, GO ba ddid wlails 44 %5 Wi UM‘ s sl dan
«Adlaly Aied Gild ) jid delaad) I somebody sees his ruler domg something he dlsapproves
of, he should be patient, for whoever becomes separate from the Muslim group even
for a span and then dies, he will die the death of Ignorance.” The Hadith is Sahih (c-ma
Authentlc) and agreed upon in its authenticity. In the narration of Muslim, it is stated, = 4-11&»
A A &l )30 uthu\ &a g4 “for whoever separates from Sultan even a span will die
the death of Ignorance It is also reported by Ahmad with a Sahih chain of narration.

, RasulAllah (saaw) said, &-ulﬁ e«-ula day e«-sﬂ NMJ ‘_,.uuu ug—um Y5 L;\-\g-x o J.ug.a Y 4 rr uJS-r»
h\Jdﬂbuﬁubﬁﬂ&kﬂ ’’’’’ &audiy dl&dhuSJJ\ u\ a3 dJuJb&ua\uASuEdl& «u.u\ ULAAAU.%Q.\ELHJ\
«idl galld & “There will be leaders who will not be led by my guidance and who will
not adopt my ways? There will be among them men who will have the hearts of devils
in the bodies of human beings. | said: “What should | do. Messenger of Allah, if |
(happen) to live in that time? ” He replied: You will listen to the Amir and carry out his
orders; even if your back is flogged and your wealth is snatched, you should listen
and obey”. It is reported by Muslim and Al-Hakim, closely from Abu Salam.

From the sayings of scholars:



Shaykul Islam Ibn Taymiyyah says in his “Minhaj Sunnah,” 4l Jal ciade (e ) sediall (1S 13g1
e e Aadingl daauall Gualal) @l e cly WS all agd S o) 5 el agllid s A0V e 7z 5oall (5Y agll
Aila (o ey oSy Y aledy A58 Yy QU8 () 5 agallyy Jualall sldll (e alaef Al 5 Jlall 8 sladl) Y talu s 4de ) Jla
adll 3 A sl (g aliel g Lo dladll e leag 3 8 OS5 V) (ol 63 e < & “Therefore the famous
from the schools of thought of Ahl Sunnah do not view Khurooj (zs,> Dissent) from (the
obedience to) the rulers and fighting them with the sword, if they are oppressive, as it was
indicated by elaborated authentic hadiths from RasulAllah (saw). This is because the
corruption and tribulations during fighting are greater than the existing corruption and
tribulations due to their oppression without fighting. The group that had dissented from
obedience to the sultan hardly knew that. However, their dissent due to corruption was worse
than the corruption they removed.”

This is how they are confused in their call and aggressive in their discord. What helps
them is the condition that we live today in terms of intellectual decline, distorted Islamic
concepts in general, and what is related from them of Shariah politics in particular. They
used this situation effectively and found the best atmosphere and fertile ground for their
Shubhaat (<l Judicially Doubted Opinions).

In front of these explicit evidences which they hurl against those who oppose, the Muslim
becomes confused and regretful. The Muslim is confused as he is facing great oppression
from these tyrants that will not be removed with mere silence and obedience, rather, it would
be aggravated and increased. The Muslim is confused because all that Islam cultivated
within him of loftiness prevents him from bowing to anyone other than Allah (swt) and
remaining silent over Ma’siyyah (ix=»« Disobedience). How can it be otherwise when he
reads what he reads in the Seerah ((_« Biography) of Muhammad (saw), who rose against
the leaders of falsehood and refused to be submissive to them? How can it ever be thought
that Allah (swt) and RasulAllah (saw) ordered us to surrender to the very persons who fight
against Allah (swt) and RasulAllah (saw)?!!!

As for regret, this is because they hear the correct texts which cannot be answered or
refuted!! Thus, the power of change is lost and the changing of Haraaam (s'=) itself
becomes “Haraam”!!! It turns the obedience to Allah (swt) on its head to the obedience of His
(swt) enemies!!! And it rips asunder the bright irradiation of the sayings of the cavalier hero,
Rubai bin Aamir, when he said, 2Lall ) sdbe ) 2badl 3alie (10 sl (0 ) AY Uil Al o) “Allah has
sent us to deliver whom he wishes from worshiping the creation to worshiping the Creator of
the creation.”!!!

Here the important matter, worthy of attention, is that we are the Ummah of texts and
narrations. Therefore, it is not wise that the primary response to this postulate is to discredit
its proponents by exposing their suspicious relationships with the rulers before refuting their
Judicially Doubted Opinions in a complete and comprehensive manner. Most of those who
follow this aspersion are doing so out of respect to the texts, even though it conflicts with
desire and self. Therefore, it is wrong to deal with them without studying the texts and
eliciting their meanings. Otherwise, the attack would be in the favor of the Shubha, as it
would appear as if it is more consistent to the noble Revelation than we are. It would then
appear as if we are of the abhorred who prefer human reasoning over Daleel (Jd» Divine
Evidence)!!!

When we review the issues and texts, which they narrate for their Shubha, we will find
them centered on the following:

1. Texts obligating the obedience to the Rulers of Authority.

2. Hadijths about Dispute: bddall§ sl sl 3 ‘*&Uﬂb el S alug Ade A s s A\ﬂ O gy Uiy
M\dﬂhdﬁu\u‘ﬁjuLhyMﬂ\waSm IA\JA\JSS \JJau\Y\AJA\JAY\&JLuYU\uJGJUAh bJa!u.b3bJS.d\3
«an ERRAY AUy & “The Messenger of Allah (saaw) called us and we took the oath of
allegiance to him. Among the injunctions he made binding upon us was: Listening and
obedience (to the Amir) in time of difficulty and in prosperity, in hardship and in ease,
to endure being discriminated against and not to dispute about rule with those in



power, Unless you see Kufr Buwaha (z's: Manifest) regarding which there is a Burhan
(&3 Evidence) from Allah (swt). We swore allegiance to Messenger of Allah to say
what was right wherever we were, and not to fear from anyone’s reproach.” It is
reported by Bukhari, Muslim, Ahmed, Tabarani and others. They understand “Unless you see
Kufr Buwaha” as “Kufr of the ruler.”

3. Hadiths about Munaabdha (53« Repudiation), eS-dt- &bl eS-u-Nj as-u-m G es-w‘ Js»
Uy dmg_uudh(&m\_u )d\ A.U‘ d}u)bd.ﬁ «9543.&‘4\3?@3.\:.&3 PJMJ*JM Ua.ﬁ\ e&w\ J\Jujﬂ_\h UJ-‘*‘-‘J
@elh ba 15168 55 Y Alas 1 5h 80 43 gh &5 ik 28V § (e &35 1315 33l a8 148 L “The best of your
rulers are those whom you love and who love you, who invoke Allah’s blessings upon
you and you invoke His blessings upon them. And the worst of your rulers are those
whom you hate and who hate you and whom you curse and who curse you. It was
asked: Shouldn’t we resist (overthrow) them with the help of the sword? He said: No, as
long as they establish Salah amongst you. If you then find anything detestable in
them, you should hate their administration, but do not withdraw yourselves from their
obedience.”

Of course they interpreted “as long as they establish Salah amongst you” as merely
permitting us to pray.

4. The issue of obeying the Usurping Ruler.

After one examines their methodology of approaching texts and carefully examines the
gloominess of the Shubha in which they have attempted to conceal the error, one is guided
by the blessing of Allah to their error, which is in the three steps of the Methodology of
Juristic ljthihad they are:

e Understanding the reality or TaHgeeq ul ManaaT (&Ll 3#s35 |nvestigation of the
Objects)

e Bringing forth the texts and its studies while ensuring the absence of their
contradiction, in addition to approaching the Usuli basis when there exists contradiction.

e Applying the texts upon the reality.

o e

Complete error in understanding the reality or TaHgeeq ul ManaaT (kb (gbas
Investigation of the Objects):

Perhaps this is the most dangerous slip and this alone is sufficient to refute the Shubha,
in its origin.

Who are the Oolul-Amr (U<Y! ssl Rulers of Authority) to whom the obedience is obligated?

The Sharia Meaning:

Oolul-Amr (a3 sl Rulers of Authority): those of authority in the affair of the Ummah,
those who are in charge of affairs legally, in whose hands the leadership of the Ummah lies.

This termmology has come in the Sharia, as in the speech of RasulAllah (saw) in a Sahih
Hadith, «&laall 2531 ) B daialiag b Jasd) (adid) 15l aliua Gl Gedle (a9 ¥ Juad E3By “There are
three cases in which the heart of the believer does not betray: sincerity of action for
the sake of Allah, offering sincere advice to the Ruler of Affairs, and adhering to the
Jama’ah (main body of the Muslims)...”

This meaning is clearly apparent in the account of RasulAllah (saw) presenting himself to
the tribe of Banu Amir, as narrated by Ibn Hisham. Baheera bin Faraas of the Banu Aamir
Bin Sa’sa’ tribe said, “What would you say if we gave you the allegiance for your Authority
(,4¥), and then Allah made you victorious against your opponent, will the Authority ((,<¥)) be
for us after you?” He (saw) said: «slis cua 4y & ) »¥1» “The Authority belongs to Allah
and He gives it whoever He wishes” Baheera said: He said to Him: “Do you aim our abyss
to Arabs without you. If Allah made you victorious and the Affairs belongs to other than us,
we do not need your Affairs and so they refused”. It is known that intention is ruling and



authority. This is evident by the acceptance of Ansaar after the Banu Amir refused, which in
turn gave rise to the establishment of this ruling in Medina.

This meaning is also apparent in the Hadith of Prophecy, in which RasulAllah (saw) said,
Man\}u\ﬁ cMJduj\JaﬁJucwﬁt JAA M;A\Y\JUYJJ.L“_\MA»\JJA‘X} ch.g.J\jdAﬂ\éaLAJA‘i\ K1Y M»
Al 4 0 U3 Y syl “This affair (»¥1) will certainly reach every place touched by the
night and day. Allah will not leave a house or residence except that Allah will cause
this Deen to enter it, by which the honorable will be honored and the disgraceful will
be disgraced. Allah will honor the honorable with Islam and he will disgrace the
disgraceful with kufr.” Narrated by Imam Ahmed, TabaraniBayhagqi. It was authenticated by
Al Hakim and Albani.

Allah (swt) said, ¢a&ia ST 315 Usmili Tsiubis &l 1sdl 5505 &3 iy “O you who have
believed, obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those in authority among you”.
[Surah an-Nisa’a 4:56]. All the Salaf («l» Predecessors), including Abu Huraira (ra) and lbn
Abbas (ra), agreed that the intention here is the Umara’a (<! Rulers) and it was given
preponderance by Imam Tabari and Nawawi. It is also the saying of the majority of
predecessors and successors.

Some of the people of knowledge say that Oolul-Amr (¥ sisl Rulers of Authority) refers
to Ulema’a (sl Scholars). However, upon scrutinizing the view, it is clear that Aalim (ale
Scholar) is not be obeyed, rather, he is followed and imitated. And it is not mandatory to
direct obedience to him as with the Ruler in all that he enacts of laws and adopts of Ahkaam
(<=1 Rulings).

Therefore, the Waliy ul-Amr (U<¥! s Ruler of Authority) of the Muslims, to whom
obedience is obligatory, is the one who takes care of the affairs of the Deen of the Muslims.
This is because this is the affair of the Muslims and the Muslims have no affairs other than
their Deen. It is through this that they become one Ummah to the exclusion of other people. It
is through this that their Ummah’s civilization is characterized. And it is through this that their
political entity is found. As for those who take care of affairs by other than Islam, like those
who rule with a secular constitution, whatever it may be, whether it is a Western liberal
democratic system or a national socialistic thought or anything other than the Islamic system
whose rule is based on Shariah of Allah. Hence, they are rulers of the affairs of what they
assumed and they are not Rulers of Authority for the /Musllms And they enter in the saying of
Allah (swt), &slus 2igs “alialy 15 L ~alsl Guadali g 538 205 30 4 58 W 35 Ga Up 3l 8LE sy
§lo»aa “If anyone contends with the Messenger even after guidance has been plainly

conveyed to him, and follows other than the way of believers, We shall turn him what
he has assumed himself, and land him in Hell,- what an evil refuge!” [Surah an-Nisa’'a
4:115]. So, how is it that the affairs of Muslims is assumed, whilst they assume the affairs of
other than Islam?!!

Here, it is essential to know that the Speech of Allah (swt), the Speech of RasulAllah
(saw) or the speech of the trustworthy Fugaha referring to, “Waliy ul-Amr (<Y s Ruler of
Authority)” or “Imam” or “Khaleefah” or anything similar to that, whenever mentioned, only
refers to the Shar’i (.=_<% Legitimate) Ameer or Imam who fulfills the Shar’i stipulations. It is
not allowed to think that Allah (swt) and RasulAllah (saw) intend to refer by these terms,
whenever they do, to the rulers of kufr, the corrupt and oppressive leaders or the one who
usurps the authority or other criminals.

For a Shar'’i (=< Legitimate) Imam or Ameer, there are two aspects:

1) Shar’iyyah (&= _& Legitimacy) of the Ruler: The ruler must fuffill all the ShurooT ul-
Inigaad (2@~¥) ks »% Conditions of Contracting) in that he must be Muslim, mature, sane, free,
‘Aadil (Jde Just) and competent. Also he must also fulfill the condition that the Authority is
contracted to him with a Bay’ah (<=2 Pledge of Allegiance) with consent and choice.

If the Conditions of Contracting are not fulfilled, whether the ruler assumes power on the
basis of Kufr system, or through democratic elections exclusively, or by usurping authority in



the Islamic System, without the consent of Muslims, he is an illegitimate ruler and his ruling
will be illegitimate.

2) Shar’iyyah (&=_& Legitimacy) of the system: For a system to be Islamic, it must
implement the Shara (g, Islamic Law) internally i.e. Islamic Law’s Siyaadah (32w
Sovereignty) and Haakimiyah (S~ Jurisdiction) are realized, the Ruling and SulTaan (o4als
Authority) are in the hands of Muslims internally and the ‘lza (3= Honour) of Islam and
Muslims are ensured in the international relationships. And that is so that the Islamic state is
an independent sovereign state in the international sense i.e. an independent state with
complete independence. It is not permissible for a state to be colonialized or under
protectorate, regency or mandate of the Kuffar or any Kufr authority, or anything else that
violates its sovereignty. In other words, the Dar (L2 Abode) must be a Dar ul-Islam (e3sY) Jla
Abode of Islam) and absolutely never a Dar ul-Kufr (L)) 12 Abode of Kufr).

Upon TaHgeeq ul ManaaT (kLdl 3ss3 Investigation of the Objects) of these conditions
with our rulers today, it is clear, without any doubt, whatsoever that our rulers of today are:

e Those who control the ruling by force or through succession, despite the wrath of the
people.

e Those who were elected or given a pledge of allegiance, and their pledge of
allegiance was upon a man-made constitution.

e Those who rule with man-made laws in which Islam is merely one of the sources of
Legislation, and not the sole and exclusive source. These Legislations are Manifest Kufr
such as their seeking judgment from international laws which fight against Islam and Muslims
or which are in contradiction with the Shar’a of Allah (swt), such as the United Nations or its
Security Council.

e Every one of our rulers violates the condition of ‘Adaalah (dlx= Acting Justly) because
of their corruption or Kufr and hence the Pledge of Allegiance cannot be contracted upon
them in origin.

Accordingly, before jumping into Istidlaal (JY¥<is Evidencing) with texts for the Obedience
to the Rulers of Affairs, it must first established as to whether our rulers are deserving of that
position.

Based on the above-mentioned Shar’i conditions, there is absolutely no legitimate Ruler
of Authority on the face of the earth today. There only exist foolish tyrants who neglect the
Laws of Allah (swt) and rule with the laws of Ignorance.

Evidencing with texts for the obedience to the Ruler of the Authority and applying them to
the rulers of today is like applying the laws of obedience of the “husband”, in the case of Zina
(34 Adultery)!!

Any order to obey them is an order of Masiyyah (+=2« Disobedience of Allah (swt)),
legalizing the falsehood, supporting the kufr rule and co-operating in sin and aggression. In
addition to that, it is playing with the Rulings of Allah (swt), betrayal of the Ummah and
speaking about Allah (swt) without certain knowledge.

This is the complete subject of “TaHqgeeq ul ManaaT (&bl Gss3 Investigation of the
Objects) of Waliy ul-Amr (Y s Ruler of Authority)” in order to smash the Shubha (e
Judicially Doubted Opinion) to smithereens. And it also clarifies the extent of deviation and
audacity before Allah (swt) of those who venerate the current rulers and clergy of tyrants.
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