Is Reciting Surah Al-Fil the Solution for Kashmir?

Recently, a curious message has been doing the rounds on social media requesting
Muslims to recite Surah al-Fil in order to help the Muslims of Kashmir. The message states:

Assalamualaykum Insha Allah we are doing a round of 20 million recitations of Surah al
FilL for the safety & security of all Muslims in occupied Muslim state of Kashmir, , and all
Muslims around the world.

Kindly recite 5 times and forward to your Friends and Family
Jazak Allah Khairun

Surah al-Fil has been specifically chosen because Allah Almighty directly intervened to
protect the Ka’ba from being destroyed by the army of Abraha and his elephants, <& i éﬂ%

c..n.maSNJaAa dmwojlaaa* d.t.\l.i\b-\kﬁ.\b&u)b dalm.\uﬁehus‘_}aaael\*d.\ﬂ\umu&)du
c%dssu “Do you not see what your Lord did with the Companions of the Elephant? Did

He not bring all their schemes to nothing, unleashing upon them flock after flock of
birds, bombarding them with stones of hard-baked clay, making them like stripped
wheat-stalks eaten bare?” Here Allah attributes the action to Himself “your Lord did” and
“did He not bring” leading some to misinterpret this to mean if we make enough du’a,
perfect our prayers and purify ourselves then Allah will be pleased with us and directly
intervene in Kashmir and elsewhere as He (Most High) intervened to protect the Ka’ba.

This is a dangerous misconception that absolves the Muslim rulers and commanders-in-
chief from any blame, in their failure to military intervene in order to protect the oppressed
men, women and children of Kashmir, Palestine, East Turkestan, Myanmar, Syria and so on.

At the time of the Prophet (saw) the oppressed people of Makkah made du’a to Allah
(swt) asking Him to rescue them from the oppressors (aSUd\) by sending them a protector (3)
and a helper (\>»<). This responsibility of fighting to rescue them fell on the believers, and it
was the Messenger (saw) and Sahaba (ra) who responded and liberated Makkah from
oppression. Allah (swt) says: il clalshs stuilly JBol Ge Cpfdliually d) Ju b Gl ¥ a4 Lagi
§) i S Ga UI Jadiy Uy 8 G U Jadly Wedad alday 4330 o3 G G AT G5 Gulsk “What reason

could you have for not fighting in the Way of Allah — for those men, women and
children who are oppressed and say, ‘Our Lord, take us out of this city whose
inhabitants are wrongdoers! Give us a protector from You! Give us a helper from
You!’?” [An-Nisaa, 4:75]

lbn Ashur in Tahrir wa Tanwir comments on this ayah: agd &A1Y cbuu; PTGV P
J.u ).4.\3\ V’GJ L&‘, (‘@"J‘;J c_a\a.».u\ b U‘ ‘_A\ MY\ u_)\...u\J C\_\ﬂ\ (’}’ u.uA}dU A.u.u; P (m).a.\s _).\.\4.1 ‘2(‘5 «_A} J.\A}}
Crsia 3l “They had asked Allah for a protector (&5) and a helper (13»<), because on that day
they had neither a protector nor a helper, so Allah helped them with His Prophet and the
believers on the day of conquest (Fath Makkah). The verse indicates that Allah responded to
their du’a and mobilised for them the help by the hand of the believers.”

The early Muslims clearly understood what their responsibility was and the relationship
between du’a and action. They did not stay in Medina waiting for Allah to fight on their behalf
rather they understood that it was their responsibility to strive their utmost to fulfil the
command of Allah, while at the same time making du'a for Allah to give them the victory. It
was narrated by Aisha who said, *I heard the Messenger of Allah (saw) say: i g pally ) g5
G Gty M 12 G g8 Al o8 136913 “enjoin what is good and forbid what is evil, before
you make du’a or you will not be answered.”” (Sunan Ibn Majah 4004)

The inaction of the Muslim countries and their armed forces is a very serious issue and
one for which Bani Israel were severely punished. When they were ordered to enter the holy


https://sunnah.com/ibnmajah/36/79

land (Palestine) their response was, 4&sicld Uhla U) 0l &5 & Caddy “So you and your
Lord go and flght We will stay 5|tt|ng here.” Allah punished them for their inaction and
said, §ua¥) b Csh At il agale 4ajas Le-rtﬂ% “The land will be forbidden to them for forty

years during which they will wander aimlessly about the earth.” [Al-Maaida, 5:24, 26]

Is it not the case that since the destruction of the Khilafah in 1924 that Muslims have
wandered aimlessly about the earth with no one to protect them, all the while the enemies
encircle their lands, steal their resources and massacre the people’> All of this is a direct
result of failing to stand up to oppression. Allah (svvt) says, cuaigd (i gk Gull A ¢-‘-4 ¥slsp
45 EA A &) baly fa al) (pally 1588 A Al g 8y aluag &iglag aus aalsa “If Allah had not
driven some people back by means of others, monasteries, churches, synagogues
and mosques, where Allah’s name is mentioned much, would have been pulled down

and destroyed. Allah will certainly help those who help Him - Allah is All-Strong,
Almighty” [Al-Hajj, 22: 40]

The Messenger of Allah (saw) told us the reason for our current situation when he said:
YY) J.M dl&ﬁ «L@.w.aﬁul\ AJSY\ L,Q‘JALQS?S.\S‘« U.G‘J.a u\ éu‘i\ duy» flu,m&c A})\‘_’.LAAL)\ dde@ Jé cul.ay&
b ) (RN A Me-d‘ R Js¥a Ha e Sl Jd) plias plie Mgty 58 day A5 Jam 08 dagy A 4
wdall a1 WA Gdy g8 ARl Ly A Jl) b JMB Q8 (las aS-uﬁ ‘The nations will soon
summon one another to attack you as people when eating invite others to share their
dish.” Someone asked: ‘Will that be because of our small numbers at that time?’ He
said: ‘No, you will be numerous at that time, but you will be scum and rubbish like that
carried down by a torrent, and Allah will take fear of you from the breasts of your
enemy and cast Al-Wahn into your hearts.” Someone asked: ‘Oh Messenger of Allah,
what is Al-Wahn?’ He said: ‘Love of the world and dislike of death.” (Abu Dawud 4297)

Al-Wahn (&153‘) literally means weakness, but in this context means conceptual
weakness in the Ageeda i.e. loving the dunya and disliking death. In the Qur'an 225 (wahana)
and its grammatical derivatives are mainly used in relation to war and fighting (jihad). Allah
says: 4émiala AE ) 3eY) Ay 151385 Y3 1sigd Y3 “Do not give up and do not be
downhearted. You shall be uppermost if you are believers.” [Aal-Imran, 3:139] ‘H—* ‘93%»
4p3il) £35 & “Do not relax in pursuit of the enemy.” [An-Nisaa, 4:104] ) 15X | sig5 S&y
4a%aa B3 H3ed A&y Al “Do not become faint-hearted and call for peace when you are
uppermost and Allah is with you.” [Muhammad, 47:35] ¢&s 2K 58 (asa al &gy “Allah
always confounds (weakens) the schemes of the kuffar.” [Al-Anfaal, 8:18]

So the meaning of Al-Wahn in this hadith is related to giving up jihad and failing to stand
up to the aggressors who occupy Muslim lands.

Only when the regimes and armies in Muslim lands remove Al-Wahn from their hearts
and do the “right actions” g«\aliall 15kl by giving the material support (nusra) for

establishing a rightly guided Khilafah (Caliphate), will our Ummah flnaIIy find the security and
peace it so longs for. Allah (Most High) says: (& aaliiugl ciallal | sles 3 akia ) gial Gudll a0 -‘-93%

@

uquﬁ}uyuaajmm‘ﬁﬁpmuaﬂ_dm‘gﬁiwmjdﬁ\ 21 ?@um‘gﬁ_hﬁwwﬁ\uh.\u\l.ASudJY\
PR WHIH aulgld i B 8 bay Ui “Allah has promlsed those of you who have iman and

do right actions that He will make them successors in the land as He made those
before them successors, and will firmly establish for them their deen with which He is
pleased and give them, in place of their fear, security. ‘They worship Me, not
associating anything with Me.” Any who are kafir after that, such people are
deviators.” [An-Nur, 24:55]
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