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-Lrhe Secret of Love, Harmony and Respect in Married Life

One of the most unique relationships that Allah (swt) has set for humankind is the
relationship between the man and woman. This relationship is the origin of other
relationships which form the family structure. Hence, it is vital that it works in a successful
manner. Allah (swt) says, 44l cSud a3 e Jaan Baaly (ull (e AKEIR (o) 33% “It is He Who
has created you from a single person, and He has created from him his wife, in
order that he might enjoy the pleasure of living with her”. [7:189]

Allah (swt) has given regulation for all the affairs of humanity, so that the people find
a way out of despair into clarity. They will achieve success or failure in this Dunya, and
be rewarded or punished in the Akhira according to their adherence to these regulations.
One of the reasons that the Islamic family works is because of its clearly defined
structure, where each member of the household knows his or her role. The most beautiful
thing about the interpersonal relationships in Islam is, that the person maintains them for
the sake of Allah (swt), be it the relationship between husband and wife, parents and
children or the whole family ties. Fulfilling them in accordance to the Commands of Allah
(swt) is an important Islamic duty and will create love, harmony and respect within
marriage and the whole family structure.

The Prophet (saw) had an extraordlnarlly close and warm relatlonshlp with his wives
and his family. Allah (swt) says, Rz AV ”.\Su ady o &l s Uu\ aly Jgm) 2 AR m%,

41858 ady “There has certainly been for you in the Messenger of Allah an excellent

pattern for anyone whose hope is in Allah and the Last Day and [who] remembers
Allah often”. [33:21]

Ibn Maja reported that the Prophet (saw) said: « @Y a5a Uiy abY 2858 2855, “The
best amongst you are the ones who are best to their wives, and | am the best of
you to my wives.”

In the marriages of the Prophet (saw) was love, harmony and respect. The Prophet
(saw) was righteous to his wives and not dictatorial, for justice is the most important duty
of a man to his wife. He had a very honorable relationship with them, played, joked,
helped in the household when he could, and taught them lessons. Narrated by Saheeh al
Bukhari “He always joined in the housework and would at times mend his clothes, repair
his shoes and sweep the floor. He would milk, tether and feed his animals and do
household chores.” The Prophet (saw) was a protector and guardian over his wives, as
Allah (swt) says: o@uﬂ;’d\ Lo bsal daj¥s “Men are the protectors and guardians over
women”. [4:34]

In addition, the Prophet (saw) stressed respectful and attentive treatment of children
and the elderly. He (saw) said, «S S Ciyd Gy Ui 3k &l G Ua Guln “He who does
not show compassion to our young, nor honor our elders, is not from us.” (Abu
Dawood, Al-Tirmidhi) And Allah (swt) says: &l ) Glad) ca i s0) 3 154as 3 & by
i3 Aad3 Ga O 7l Lag (b y * Lag S Y38 Lad Jhy Lak 35 Yy il Lagd k5 3B LakSis 3 Labial ol e
§) e Hu) WS Wil &) “And treat your parents with kindness. If one or both of

them attain old age in your care, never say to them a word (suggesting) disgust,
nor reproach them, but address them with reverent speech. And humble yourself



out of mercy before them, and pray: ‘My Lord! Be merciful to them for having
cared for me in my childhood.”” [Quran 17:23-4]

The most important feature about a wife where the man really finds happiness and
peace is her Iman. The Prophet (saw) said: 58kt Lgialy giaaly Lgrualy il @ﬂ sioall iy
«d)y &b 5 ol @iy “A woman is married for (one of) four reasons: her wealth, her
status, her beauty and her religious devotion. So marry the religious woman, else
you be a loser.” (Saheeh Al-Bukhari)

A God-conscious wife sees one of her most important tasks in marriage as
obedience to and pleasing her husband, for Allah (swt) has imposed it on her as a duty. It
does not mean, of course, that the wife should not have an opinion of her own and
should not discuss with her husband or give advice on matters. Rather, it means that she
should accept her husband as the decision-maker of the house and strive to achieve his
satisfaction. This duty does not put the woman lower than the man, but is a duty for
which she receives her reward from Allah, just as the husband will receive the reward for
his righteousness, good treatment of his wife, and providing and caring for her to the best
of his ability. The Prophet (saw) said: «guai s ASDlall Ll g g5 il 3 3ol 31 al) il 130y “If
a woman spends the night away from her husband’s bed then the Angels curse her
until she returns.” And he (saw) asked a woman: ¢iia a3, » ;08 i ;e ol Jag Edly
«d.53 “Do you have a husband?” She replied: ‘Yes.’ He said: “....Then he is your
Paradise (Jannah) and Hellfire (Nar).”

It is evident from the Prophet's tradition that observance of the rights and duties
between spouses is the conclusion of a successful marriage and, as a result, a peaceful
family life as well as upbringing of the children and cohesion of the whole family ties.
Thus, the Prophet (saw) is the best role model for Muslims in all matters of life. Because
the Prophet (saw) demonstrates that the Taqwa and sincerity is about fulfilling Allah's
laws in the best way. He (saw) shows us what it means to be willing to sacrifice and what
it means not to be the slave of his own desires and his pride. So if the Muslim, be it a
man or a woman, performs their duties in marriage and gives their full rights to their
partner, then Allah (swt) will put love, harmony and mutual respect into their marriage.
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“Righteousness is not that you turn your faces toward the east or the west, but
[true] righteousness is [in] one who believes in Allah, the Last Day, the angels, the
Book, and the prophets and gives wealth, in spite of love for it, to relatives,
orphans, the needy, the traveler, those who ask [for help], and for freeing slaves;
[and who] establishes prayer and gives zakah; [those who] fulfill their promise
when they promise; and [those who] are patient in poverty and hardship and
during battle. Those are the ones who have been true, and it is those who are the
righteous.” [2, 177]
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