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cording to Islam, It is Not Permissible to Run For, or Vote in,
Democratic Elections

The Guardian Newspaper reported on 2 July 2024, regarding Australia, “A new
“grassroots” political movement called the Muslim Vote says it will back at least three
independent candidates aiming to topple Labor ministers and the government whip in
western Sydney at the next federal election. The Muslim Vote — established in response
to community anger at Labor’s handling of the war in Gaza — plans to back candidates in
Watson, Blakand and  Werriwa, a spokesperson said on Tuesday.”
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/article/2024/jul/02/muslim-vote-political-
movement-candidates-labor-federal-election

Indeed, Muslim participation in Democracy is a concern for rulers, politicians,
intellectuals and policy makers. This is whether the Muslims are in the Muslim World, or
living as diasporas in the West. Thus, there is debate about Muslim participation in
Democracy in Australia, Britain and the United States, just as there is debate about
Muslims participating in elections in Turkey, Pakistan and Egypt. The issue of Muslim
electoral participation has a become a greater concern in recent months, in the light of
Muslim response towards Gaza. Muslims are angry with the existing governments and
systems of ruling, because of their injustice regarding the issue of Gaza.

As with any issue in life, the Muslim turns to the Deen of Islam, when deciding about
standing as a representative, or voting for a representative. In order to give the Shariah
ruling, it is first necessary to understand the reality that requires a ruling to be extracted
for. This is known as Tahgeeq Al-Manat. The reality here, or the Manat, is the parliament
or the legislative assembly in the democratic state, along with the nature, tasks and
powers of its members, who are the representatives.

The reality of the secular state is that it is based on democracy. It is built on the idea
of sovereignty for the people, through their representatives. The people decide what is
permitted, and what is forbidden. If the people permit marriage between two men, it is
permitted by law. If the people forbid the wearing of Hijab, it is forbidden by law. The
reality of the parliament is that of a legislative authority. It approves the constitution in
force in the country. It enacts the laws that are obligated on the executive and judicial
authorities. This is in addition to other powers, include the right to grant, or withhold,
confidence from the government, and the right to monitor the executive authority, and
hold it accountable for any action it implements.

The reality of Democracy is that it contradicts Islam. In Islam, Allah Alone is
Sovereign. He (swt) does not share sovereignty with the people. He (swt) alone decides
what is permitted or forbidden. If He (swt) forbids marriage between two men, the people
cannot make it permitted. If He (swt) obliges the wearing of Hijab, the people cannot
forbid it. The evidence of the ruling by all that Allah (swt) has revealed, are divine texts, in
the form of definite texts, with definite meanings. As one example, Allah (swt) said, 2

FRYN U ditzls 4y 33 Gy A45; & “And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has
revealed, such are the disbelievers.” [TMQ Surah Al-Ma’idah 5:44]. Abdullah Ibn
‘Abbas (ra) commented, Gl allls s¢b aSayal g4 A1 ey ) a8 alll J 35 e asa e “Whoever rejects
what Allah has revealed, will have committed Kufr, and whoever accepts what Allah has

revealed, but did not rule by it, is a Zalim (unjust) and a Fasiq (rebellious) and a sinner.”
[Narrated by Ibn Jarir]

There are many evidences, which are of definite text and definite meanlngs which
include, 4e) 43 g3 L g (e dsialy G 203805 ahp) gal &35 Y5 A O3 Wy s &8 ol3p “And
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judge, [O Muhammad], between them by what Allah has revealed and do not follow
their inclinations and beware of them, lest they tempt you away from some of what
Allah has revealed to you.” [TMQ Surah Al- Ma ida 5: 49]. %433 ¥) aSA-“ u‘%» “The rule is

for none but Allah” [TMQ Surah Yusuf: 40] ¥ & s i L deafa) Ja Gglals ¥ &) Sy,
flaled ) il Ciab L B0a gl B 15350 “But no, by your Lord, they will not [truly]

believe until they make you, [O Muhammad], judge concerning that over which
they dispute among themselves and then find within themselves no discomfort
from what you have judged and submit in [fuII willing] submission.” [TMQ Surah

An-Nisa’ 4:65] 401585 o381 kA all) Ga Gl (a3 (o Aalad) a4 “Then is it the judgement

of [the time of] ignorance they desire? But who is better than Allah in judgement
for a people who are certain [in faith]” [TMQ Surah Al-Ma’ida: 50].

As for the Blessed Sunnah, we see that the Prophet (saw) did not participate in the
system, where Allah (swt) is not Sowvereign. The Kuffar of Quraysh had offered the
Prophet (saw) that he rules over them with their laws, not Islam. He (saw) refused.
According to the Seerah of Ibn Ishaq, “¢)aslls ,uidl As-Siyar Wal Maghazi,” “It was
narrated from ‘lkrimah from Ibn Abbas that ‘Utbah and Shaybah son of Rabi’a and Abu
Sufyan ibn Harb, and Nadr bin al-Harith brothers of Bani Abd Ad-Dar, and Aba Al-
Bukhturi, brothers of Bani Asad, and others... They met, or those who met amongst them
after sunset behind the Kaaba, some said to each other: Summon Muhammad and
speak to him, and discuss with him and make up with him... They called him and said to
him: O Muhammad, We have sent you to make up with you ... If you came with this talk
to ask for money, then we will collect it for you from our money, so that you be the richest
among us, but if you demand honor we will give you power over us, if you want
leadership we will make you our leader... The Messenger (saw) said, Q58 L g Lay
@JAUMM&SJ}UY}-‘U?&NM&\ oSl ceSAk« lali ¥ g ‘?S-\ﬂ‘-[)um YJ‘PS-“JA“—\SHMeS.\.\ALA.I?S.HA
Os B AY mﬁ!‘;&as&ajqaue‘&uauy.mbm uU?SSHMJJ 6‘"_’-IJMMJM\JJ-\AJ‘JM‘QSJUJS‘U‘
«pSing im Al aSay da Al WY el Je 1535 “] do not accept what you say. What |
brought to you is not for the sake of money, or honor amongst you, or leadership
over you. Allah sent me as a Messenger to you. He sent down to me the Book. He
ordered me to be the bearer of glad tidings to you and be your guide. So | delivered
to you the message of my Lord, and advise you, if you accept what | brought you,
it will bring you the good in the world and the Hereafter. However, if you refuse
then | will wait for the decision of Allah to judge between me and you.” The same
was mentioned in “eaal) i Y 3530l dNo Dala’il An-Nubuwa of Abu Na'im Al-Asbahani”
and in “,iS Y Ll 5l As-Seerah An-Nabawiya by Ibn Kathir” and in other Seerah
books.

The Quraysh also offered the Messenger of Allah (saw) to engage in power-sharing,
some from them, and some from him (saw). So, they proposed to worship his Lord for a
year, and he worships their god for a year. He (saw) refused and wanted Islam alone to
rule. In the Tafseer of Al-Qurtubi of Surat Al-Kafiroon: sl LF‘ G 38 “Say: O
disbelievers”, he said, o Galadl 5 8 3l &3 a5 & LGJJJ-‘ s iobe o) B 808 5 3 Gl OSY
J.uu} cmuuwelﬁ cJAA.ALa \Jnss(ﬂujﬂlcﬁ\‘;md\ d}u:)\}s! cul; u.am\,‘uﬂml\m u.id}u\ﬁ\)‘d.'\)
MM.L:;.\L}J;\J‘M&JMSJMJ&MS41.1.\3.1\.1\.4.4\_).\;4.\&44;&3” u\SuU cdﬁbf\‘_gt_\a\)umdﬂj eA.uu\.A

uj)s\_ﬂ\ P MRy d;})c‘dl\ J 5 ‘m&muq;\,‘uf\@uﬁym_\ﬁ‘dmm\)numdm 8 )5
Ibn Ishaq and others from Ibn Abbas said: that the cause of rewvelation (Asbab An-
Nuzool) of the Surat, that Al-Waleed bin Al Mughira, and Al-Aas ibn Wa'il, and Al-Aswad
bin Abdul Muttalib, and Umayyah bin Khalaf met the Messenger of Allah (saw) and said:
O Muhammad, let us worship what you worship. You worship what we worship. We
share with you the whole of our matters. If what you brought was better than what we
have currently, then we will share it with you, and we take our share from it. However, if
what is in our hands is better than what is in your hand, then you will share our matter



and take your share from it. Allah Almighty sent down 0@33;5@ PR{E Zﬁ% “Say: O
disbelievers.” [TMQ Surah Al-Kafiroon: 1].

The rejection by the Prophet (saw) of participation in a system of non-Islamic
legislation is also made clear by the classical mufassir, At-Tabari. According to Tafseer
At-Tabari, o) aals “Jami’ Al-Bayan” of Surah, 4éssh i b dﬁ%o “Say: O disbelievers.”

[Al-Kafiroon: 1], u\ toebe ) e “u)&; oe «dgla W Ja g_ﬂ;y\ - Ja ‘GNJ;\\ s (3 dana ‘;.m;
"9‘5& " du C)uatg_\ﬂujdsk;gﬁcbh\}mdﬂ& ua‘):_il_’u (“L‘“}u‘;d‘k.;‘a&‘ d}u&)\}&}h&.’)ﬂ
C)“‘UAGA}“ ;&‘@me@bu)h\ m" - Ja c‘\.\ud@i\ .J.uujc(ﬁ‘)ﬂ\ju)]\ Mu\_ugj\ dax] \)ﬂﬂ
409880 @d § OB :lagsd) “Muhammad Ibn Musa al-Harashi mentioned, he said: Abu

Khalaf said, Daoud said, from lkrima, on the authority of lbn Abbas: that Quraysh
promised the Messenger of Allah (saw) ... we offer you one matter, it will be yours and it
is good for us. He said, ¢ « ‘What is |t'?’ They said, Worship our gods for a year: Lat
and ‘Uzzi, and we worship your God for a year. He (saw) said, «ui3 s (s b L Skl S2»
“l will wait and see what my Lord decrees,” the Revelation came from Al-Lawh Al-
Mahfooth, 4G94 i & dﬂ%o “Say: O disbelievers” [Al-Kafiroon: 1].

The eminent Alim, Ash-Shawkani, also asserted the rejection by the Prophet (saw) of
participation in a system of non-Islamic legislation. In the tafseer of & & il & dﬂ%

“Say; O dlsbellevers” in “_w8ll = Fat'h Al-Qadeer” by Shawkani, s o G A G C.P\
sdaly Alad dile () ad ut.e.dmguu ?L.,u:.&\ulamdwjmamJaua» RERE SR I FANI
w@y\;m‘,uwg.muu#\w; 10 Al dgl) Yy Al gl Lad 1518 7a du‘cmq_\a_uj
Sslatal &l el e Al all) a8 g8 Al 935 ogudl AT ) wﬁﬂum\‘i* Sl Lgal b JB Al aie
(-.CuSEEY (e (K5 Kol Al g3 1Al D) “On the authority of Ibn Jarir, Ibn Abi Hatim, and At-
Tabarani from Ibn Abbas: “that Qureshi called the Messenger of Allah (saw)... if you do
not, we offer you one good matter. He (saw) asked, «f¢2 L» ‘What is it?’ They said:
Worsh|p our_gods for a year and we worship your God for a year. He (saw) said, Skl PO
«eid (8 =50 L ‘Let me see what comes to me from my Lord.’ the Revelation came
from Allah: ¢&siiad L Lo ¥ * Ga28<) @i & (8 “Say: O disbelievers. | worship not what

you worship” [TMQ Surah Al-Kafiroon: 1-2] to the end of the Surah. Allah (saw)
revealed: o%uﬂ‘ai\ ol Kol dghel 4y Jadl dﬁ% “Say, [O Muhammad], “Is it other than

Allah that you order me to worshlp, O ignorant ones?” [TMQ Surah Az-Zumar: 64]
Until the verse: eéu-aﬂ-w!\ e (K5 Mol aly J% “Rather, worship [only] Allah and be among

the grateful.” [TMQ Surah Az-Zumar: 66].”

Explicit emdences from the Noble Quran and Prophetic Sunnah definitely forbid ruling
by other than all that Allah (swt) has revealed. They forbid all participation in such ruling.
No one stands against such clear evidence, except those who disobeyed Allah (swt) and
His Messenger (saw) openly. Any argument they bring is refutable. There disobedience
will engulf them with disgrace in this world, though the torment of Allah is the most
severe.

The elected representative is part of the legislative process and so is undertaking a
forbidden act. The representative represents people in expressing their opinion about
legislation. In this respect, he is their representative (delegate). If a Muslim enters the
parliament approving of this non-Islamic system, which makes sovereignty for the people,
and not for the Shariah law, then he is undoubtedly sinning. No one has the right to share
with Allah (swt) in legislation. Even if the representative is observant of fasting and Salah
(prayer), it does not make it permitted. Transporting alcohol by someone who is pious, for
example, does not reduce the prohibition of transporting it, since whoever transports it is
bound by the rulings of Islam. Moreover, the sin of someone who does that, knowing that
it is forbidden, is greater in the sight of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) says, ) od 85 ¢ 4-“‘ Lic Uik X5y



eéuoiw ¥ L “Great is the hatred in the sight of Allah, when you say what you do not
do” [TMQ Surah As-Saff: 3].

Voting for a representative is also a forbidden act. The voter will entrust individuals
on his behalf to carry out the forbidden acts. If we look at these actions, we find them all
Haram (prohibited) because they are based on falsehood, which is to give people the
power to legislate instead of Allah (swt). If a Muslim who votes knows that his
representative will choose legislation or a man-made law, or votes in its favor, then he is
sinning. This is in addition to the fact that it is not permissible, in origin, to delegate for an
act that is forbidden by Shariah. Just because a pious person nominates or delegates
someone to transport alcohol on his behalf, that does not make that transportation
permitted, let alone the delegation of that sinful task. The work of the members of the
houses of representatives is strictly forbidden. There is no doubt that voting for
representatives in these elections is also forbidden (Haram). It provides a delegated
mandate for individuals and parties to do Haram.

O Muslims in General, and the Ulema and Khatibs in particular:

Based on clear evidences from the Noble Quran and the Blessed Sunnah, Muslims
are not allowed to participate in Democracy, whether standing as representatives, or
voting for representatives. To dispute this is being arrogant against the truth. Those who
are arrogant will sit the furthest away from the Messenger (saw) on the Day of
Resurrection, according to what Al-Tirmidhi narrated in the Hassan Hadith, that the
Messenger of Allah (saw) said, (G AL g ‘uuhﬂ‘ ALl g w P A P SRR
((UJJ.ISAAS‘» d\ﬁ VUJAH:\M\ Lad euﬂmb cmUJJ\ w Kt} cm! Jdemy b \JSE s«uj&.@.ﬂl’du “And
indeed, the most disliked among you to me, and the one sitting furthest from me
on the Day of Judgement are the Thartharun, [pompous], and the Mutashaddiqun
[garrulous] and the Muthafaihiqun.” They said: “O Messenger of Allah! We know
about the Thartharun, and the Mutashaddiqun, but what about the
Muthafaihiqun?”' He (saw) said, “The arrogant.”

We must declare our rejection of democratic elections that contradict the Law of our
Lord (saw), rejecting His Sovereignty over all humanity. We must ask the candidates to
declare their rejection of this democratic system, and its laws that contradict Islam. Any
drop in the voter turnout has important positive political implications, the most important
of which is showing the weak representation of those who took power. The drop in voter
turn-out undermines the corrupting Democracy and its corrupted ruling elite. The drop will
confirm to the world that the Muslims are making a stand against the corruption and sin
of man-made law.

The strength of Muslims does not come from the arrival of a representative to
parliament, or by the implementation or forbidden laws. The strength is by the return of
Muslims to the path of righteousness, by adhering to Islam, and the establishment of the
Islamic state, the Second Khilafah Rashidah (Rightly-Guided Caliphate) on the Method of
the Prophethood according to the Shariah methodology stipulated by the Messenger of
Allah (saw). So let us not earn sin and waste time by participating in Democracy. Let us
participate in the righteous work to re-establish the ruling by all that Allah (swt) has

revealed.
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